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Children and Violence, edited by Colette Chiland, MD, PhD, and J.
Gerald Young, MD, Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson Inc., 1994.
The editors have congregated a diverse group of researchers

experienced in psychiatry, epidemiology, and neurobiology. The
authors cover, in depth, the multifactorial causes of childhood
violence in the family, community, and neighborhood. The book
culminates in a discussion of societal influences on aggression,
including the impact of the media and cultural norms on the
behavior of children.
The problem of violence among children and adolescents is

increasing in scope and severity. Children are the victims as well
as the perpetrators of violent crimes. This book was written to
explore, methodically, the current state of understanding regard-
ing the biological and psychological roots of aggression. It also
investigates the extent of the role of the family, community, and
society in fostering aggressive behavior, as well as their potential
roles in interventions and therapy. This book is written for clini-
cians, researchers, and those who promulgate public policy. There
is an urgent need to disseminate the information contained in this
monograph to begin implementing primary, secondary, and ter-
tiary levels of violence prevention. It is essential to initiate this
process now and not be paralyzed by the weight of the crisis.
The components of the book are detailed and comprehensive,

although not completely encyclopedic. There is a wide variety of
thorough, current references from the fields of psychiatry to crim-
inology. The authors cover specific hypotheses, explanations, and
concrete recommendations for implementation. Also included are
details of current research studies in this area. This volume com-
bines a theoretical and practical orientation to a complex societal
problem with suggestions based on empirical research. It is well
edited, without overlap of topics.

Overall, this book will be of great interest to a wide variety of
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professionals concerned with the epidemic of violence among
children and adolescents.
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